Nova Scotia Junior Wind Ensemble 2012-2013
Fall Letter 

We’re all looking forward to a very exciting weekend in November (2nd – 4th).   

Our conductor for this year is Joe Cormier!  He is an amazing conductor and band educator with over 32 years teaching experience in band at the junior high and high school levels.   You will learn a lot from Joe and have a great time!

Here are some things to keep in mind about the weekend:
Please bring a music stand, clearly marked with your name, with you if you can.   All musicians must have a pencil.   Woodwinds, please make sure you have extra reeds, and any other supplies you may need for the weekend.  Brass players, check your music to see if you need mutes and make sure that you have what you need (if you don’t have your own mute, ask your band teacher).  Percussionists please bring sticks.  Mallets will be available but you may wish to bring your own.

Member information:

Confirmation of attendance

By now you should have confirmed your attendance for the November 4-6 weekend and have requested a billet if you require one.  This has been taken care of by Helen Bannerman, our auditions and personnel coordinator.  Please contact Helen immediately if there has been any change in your status (for example, if you no longer need a billet).  If you cannot attend due to an unexpected emergency, we may be able to find a replacement to fill your chair, but will need adequate notice.  It is important to give proper notice, as one empty chair will affect the whole ensemble.

When and Where

A full schedule of rehearsals and activities is at the end of this letter.  

The host school is East Hants Rural High and the host director is Bruce Campbell (a former NSJWE Committee Member!)

Uniform
Returning members please remember bring your uniform sweatshirt with you.

New members, you will receive the sweatshirt we ordered for you when you register on Friday night.

The uniform for NSJWE concerts is:

· black dress pants or long skirt

· black dress shoes

· black socks or stockings

· white collared shirt

· NSJWE sweatshirt

Please make sure you arrive at the weekend with the proper clothing, especially your concert wear.  We feel it’s important that a group of this musical caliber present a professional image in concert.

(Just pack your uniform components in your bag; you can wear whatever is comfortable for most of the weekend during rehearsals and activities.)

Group Photo

On Saturday, just prior to our final rehearsal for that day, we will take a group photo of the band with your pumpkins.  We are still deciding on a formal group photo, but it would be taken before the Sunday concert when you are all in concert uniform.  

Billeting Students

If you have requested a billet, you will be paired up with your host family at the end of Friday night’s session.  Please ensure that Helen (our personnel coordinator) is informed of any special dietary needs or pertinent medical conditions well in advance of the weekend so that we can match you with an appropriate billet. We will have a phone list available for your parents when they drop you off so they know how to reach you.  Please bring a sleeping bag and a small gift for your host family.

Expectations

-You are expected to arrive at the weekend able to play your parts well.  The rehearsal time will be devoted to interpreting the music, not learning parts.   Remember, this is a provincial ensemble, not your school band.  We have less than two days to make wonderful music happen.  The ensemble is counting on you!

-High standards of rehearsal etiquette are expected.  Arrive early for each rehearsal and work hard to maintain your focus throughout the rehearsal.   Remember to turn off all cell phones during rehearsals.
-Come prepared to work hard, make new friends, learn new stuff, and have fun!

You will probably be amazed by what the group will accomplish in the course of the weekend!

Looking forward to seeing you in November!
NSJWE Committee:

Helen Bannerman, Personnel Coordinator (helen@nsjwe.ca ) - contact for change in attendance, billet information
Danielle Dove, manager (danielle@nsjwe.ca) in charge of clinicians, equipment and sweatshirts
Katelyn Montgomery, librarian (katelyn@nsjwe.ca  ) in charge of sheet music

Maggie Helms, Chair, Treasurer (Maggie@nsjwe.ca ) - contact for financial, and all other concerns
NSJWE Checklist:

□ Instrument    


□ Music




□ Music Stand, labeled with your name (if you have one)


□ Pencil




□ Mutes/reeds/etc


□ Uniform 



□ casual clothes for rehearsals and warm clothes in case it’s chilly (it’s November!)
If you’re billeting:

□ Sleeping Bag
□ Pillow
□ Small gift for host
Schedule for Nova Scotia Junior Wind Ensemble Weekend

November 2-4, 2012

Friday, November 2
6:00 pm
Registration at East Hants Rural School
6:30

Full Rehearsal

8:30

Rehearsal over, home with billets or parents
Saturday, November 3
8:45 am
Arrive at East Hants Rural School 

9:00

Rehearsal

10:30

Sectionals

12:00

Bag Lunch (provided by billets/parents)

12:30

Rehearsal

2:00

Break

2:15      
Rehearsal

3:45
Social Activity (pumpkin carving!) Supper – NSJWE will order pizza!
5:00ish
Photo with carved pumpkins and all NSJWE members! 
5:30

Rehearsal

7:30

Home with billets/parents 

Sunday, November 4

8:45 am
Arrive East Hants Rural School
9:00

Rehearsal

11:30

Change into uniform/group photo    

12:00

Lunch (to be provided by billets/parents) 

12:45

Ready for concert

1:00             Combined concert with a host band (to be determined)
2:00
Clean up and home 

